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Approaches to mitral surgery 

• Sternotomy 

• Partial sternotomy 

• Thoracotomy  

• Robotic  

 



Incisions for mitral surgery 



Considerations in choosing approach 

• Additional procedures 

• Anatomical limitations 

• Cosmesis 

• Experience of surgeon 

• Outcomes  

 

 











Groin incision 



Femoral cannulation 



Thoracotomy 













Procedures via thoracotomy 

• Mitral valve repair 

• Mitral valve replacement 

• Maze procedure 

• Tricuspid valve repair or replacement 

• ASD or PFO closure 

• Resection of myxoma 

• Lead extraction 



Advantages of this approach 

• Lower mortality, particularly in patient with low EF 

• More rapid recovery 

• cosmesis 


